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Kidus Lemma

Kidus Habtamu Lemma was born on January 17, 1999 in
Fairfax, VA. He was the firstborn to Mr. Habtamu Lemma and
Dr. Yodit Belay Benalfew and older brother to Redeate Lem-
ma. He grew up in a large and loving family filled with grand-
parents, uncles and aunties who doted on him. Kidus grew up
into a young man, guided by his parents, loved by his only
sister, valuing community and honoring his Ethiopian herit-
age.

In addition to being a loving son and brother, Kidus stood out
as a distinguished intellectual, musician and athlete through-
out his life. As a young boy, Kidus attended Waples Mill Ele-
mentary School, where he shined as an accomplished student.
Kidus consistently earned the President’s award for Educa-
tional Excellence in primary school. He continued his academ-
ic excellence with honors at Rachel Carson Middle School and
Oakton High School. He later continued his education at the
University of Pittsburgh where he studied interdisciplinary
studies in humanity, morality and existence as he pursued an
undergraduate degree in Philosophy.

Like many philosophers, Kidus had a deep appreciation for
the arts, especially the power and beauty of music. Kidus mas-
tered the piano and the cello beautifully, engulfing each note
with rhythm and emotion. Kidus also valued comedy as an art.
“The Office” was his all-time favorite comedy show which he
turned to for wit and humor. He also enjoyed the visual and
performing art, based on science fiction and fantasy like the
TV show Game of Thrones, the movie Star Wars and Japanese
anime.

Athletics played an important role in Kidus’ life; he applied his
scholastic discipline and the passion for music and comedy
toward his pursuit of sports. While still a student at Rachel
Carson Middle School, Kidus earned his second-degree Black
Belt in Taekwondo under the World Taekwondo Federation
headquartered in Seoul, Korea. Kidus was also a stellar soccer
player. He played with several prestigious teams and soccer




academies including Mclean
soccer team, Oakton high school
team, the Mclean Soccer Acade-
my and the Bethesda Soccer
Academy. Because of his superior
skill and dedication, Kidus was
selected to train with the D.C.
Soccer development program ; S
that prepares talented youth to & —o e

join collegiate, professional and m _
national teams.

Soccer transcended the sports arena for Kidus and played a pivotal role
in many of his relationships and memorable moments. Kidus developed a
bond with his teammates, coaches and friends. He watched European and
Latin American soccer games with friends, and could always be found
rooting for Chelsea, his favorite team. At age 11, Kidus celebrated the
experience of a lifetime, when he attended the World Cup final games in
South Africa.

In his 19 years, Kidus achieved countless goals in different areas of his
life - from academics to sports, and beyond. He approached life with an
earnest desire to understand the purpose and interconnections that de-
fine the human experience. As a budding philosopher, Kidus was inspired
by the work of Socrates and loved his famous quote “I know that I know
nothing.” Kidus believed that the key to learning is to acknowledge that
there is always more to learn. He loved to search for ways to understand
the universe and how to make it better for humanity.

People who knew Kidus well, describe him as an old soul. His gift of intui-
tion, empathy and existential insight allowed him to recognize the injus-
tice of this world.

As people of faith, we know Kidus is in a better place where there is
eternal peace and rest.







Kiduse, When I lost you, I lost myself too and I don’t know what to do.
It’s never-ending nightmare of pain that feels like nails are being driven
into my heart and then pulled out again.

Since I heard of your departure, the prevailing thought in my mind is
that you are gone, I know I will never get over it, but somehow, I must

get through it.

The grief road is so long as it stretches lifelong so it is hard to carry on
and to be strong. | know I will be lost until I find you, so I look for you
everywhere, I know you are there, I just can’t see you.

Kidus, I look at your pictures willing your eyes to give me a clue, it is
hard to accept that I have lost you.

I would walk endless miles through wind and rain and back again and I
would climb mountains, walk through deserts, I would walk until I fell
to my knees, for every mile [ would shed a tear, and for every year I

would endure the pain if only I could find you again.

Your Dad




Kidus you were the big

brother I could always
count on. You always
taught me how to look
at things from a per-
spective different than
my own. You were witty,
funny, and wise beyond
your years. I'd be lucky
to be half as wise as you
were. Even though
you're not physically
here now, I will always
feel your presence with
me, guiding me through
life.

With Love,
Redeate [ emma
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Kiduse: You and
your sister are the light
of my life.

Even though with your
departure, my world has
deemed, I'll always carry
you in my heart.

This loss of mine is a
pain that will never heal.
Life without you will be
unthinkable.

| can’t yet fathom how I'll
go on without hearing
your voice, or seeing
your kind eyes. I'll deeply
miss our bantering about
life’s

challenges.

| draw some comfort
knowing you are in a bet-
ter place.

Rest In Peace my son,
for you are free from the
worries of this world.

Farewell my beloved, till
we meet again, with all
my love

Mom
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o Kiduse

Today, we bid farewell to a great friend, an outstanding
teammate, a talented player and a member of our MYS
family, but above all a wonderful son and an amazing
young man.

Kidus is taken away from us much too early and he will
leave a huge emptiness in the hearts of all of us who
loved him during his short life. Although soccer brought
us together and MYS mold us into a family and love of
soccer was our main interaction, we all are convinced
that you were an exemplary individual in all aspect of
your life outside of soccer world.

Kidus was blessed with a great talent to play the game
of soccer, as he was skillful, creative thinker, fast when
he wanted and aggressive when needed. However, his
best attribute was his unselfishness on the field where
he always wanted his teammates to get all the acco-
lades, so he could celebrate with them, rather for him
to receive all the glories. That's who he was in all
aspect of his Life!!!

Kidus we want you to know, that we all were lucky to
be on the same team with you and for us to call you a
teammate and as for me personally to have had the
pleasure to coach you. As we part ways in this world,
we all know that you already are in a better place and
we also know that you will smile upon us from heaven.
We want you to know that we miss you dearly and we
will promise to hold your memories fondly with us for-
ever, and I want you to know, that we will LOVE you
forever.

Regards

Your Coach - Jamil Faryadi,
McLean Youth Soccer

MYS Programs Director
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Kidus

His personality was always the brightest in the room. The way he spoke
reminded you of a scholar. He always lent support to those that needed
him the most, even when he wasn't asked. He embodied what it meant to
be a great man and a better friend.

Hasan Alqutri,
friend from Oakton High School.
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Where are you now my son, where have you gone?

If I call your name will you quickly come?
Where are you now, have you found your way?
What is it like there, were you lay?

Is there rest, is there peace? I pray.

What is it like, my son where have you gone?

Can you hear me, can you feel me? [ am undone.
Where are you now, my child, where can I find you?

I will pack my bags and search ‘til I find you.

If it were up to me, you'd be in my arms,
at my table eating, safe from harm.

What has happened, what has the Lord allowed?

I am separated from my child, I'm separated from my son.
Where can I go, Kidus, where can I find you,

In my heart you will stay, in my thoughts all of my days.
Where can I find you, Kidus, where can we meet,
Will you visit me on my memory lane?

Will you listen to my stories again and again?
Where are you now my brother, where have you gone?
Did you take my secrets with you, I put my heart in your hand?
Where are you now, why have you gone?

I wasn't finished - mid-sentence, mid breath? I can't understand.
Where did you go Kidus? I wasn't ready. I wasn't done.
I was waiting for you to come back home.
Wherever you are, [ have more to say,

My voice will carry you, not too far away.
Where are you now? On the other side of all I know,
What is it like? Is there quiet? Is there light?
Wherever you are Kidus, remember this:

Home is where the heart is & yours is with your sis.
Wherever you are Kidus, just remember this,
Home is where the heart is even when you are away.

From Yodit Belay
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I miss you dearly since you passed away.
Nothing and no one could ever take your place.
I miss you sadly — you meant the world to me,
You were irreplaceable, and always will be.
I miss you always, in my heart and mind.
You were so dearly loved, you were truly one-of-a-kind.
I miss you wholeheartedly
It's a loss that's hard to bear
You were ever so precious and ever so dear.
I'll miss you forever more than words can say,
I treasure all the memories of you each and every day!

(Selected by: Habtamu Lemma)
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“All things were made by him; and without him was
not any thing made that was made.” John 1:3
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There are not enough words to fully ex-

press our heartfelt thanks for the sympa-

thy, love, and support you have extended
to our family during this time of loss.

The family of Kiduss Habtamu lemma




